Discovering Classmates
Time Needed:
 15 minutes per day, 2-3 times per week





Topic: Getting to Know each other
Subjects Integrated: Social Studies, Oral Literacy
I. Standards
MMSD Social Studies Standards for grades K & 1:

Behavioral Science key concepts: individual uniqueness, group membership,


Behavioral Science performance standards: 

· Describe themselves as unique individuals with both capabilities and limitations and demonstrate acceptance of others’ uniqueness. (K. Std. 2)

· Identify self as an important member of groups. (1 Std. 2)

· Demonstrate confidence in expressing one's own beliefs and feelings. (K. & 1 Std. 3) 

· Assess self and others' behavior in a variety of groups and situations. (K. & 1 Std. 5)

NCSS:


III. People, Places, and Environments: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of people, places, and environments.

V. Individuals, Groups, and Institutions: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions.
UW Teacher Education Standards:

STANDARD 5: EXPLAINS AND JUSTIFIES EDUCATIONAL CHOICES

In order to have deep and meaningful interactions within the classroom community, it is essential that students increase communication skills and build inclusion and influence through activities such as this one.

II. Key Concepts

A. Each class member is a unique individual and an important part of the classroom community.

B. Students beliefs, ideas and feelings are important and should be expressed 

III. Objectives
A. Students will ask classmates questions about themselves
B. Students will provide information about themselves to classmates
IV. Lesson Context
Like the timeline lesson, this activity will begin at the beginning of the school year and become a routine activity each week throughout this unit.
V. Lesson Opening
Introduce key concepts to the students, explaining that these are the reasons why this activity is significant to our community.
VI. Procedures
Sit in a circle and begin by modeling what each person will do:
Ask the person to your right a question about themselves. After he or she answers (or chooses not to), that person will turn to the person next to him/her and ask a new question. This process will continue until everyone has had an opportunity to both ask and answer a question. 

Variation: after a few weeks of this, students may have gathered everything they want to know about each others' backgrounds/history. The activity can then be modified by asking questions regarding a student's perceptions of different class activities that they have participated in. For example: "How did you feel when we…" or "What was your favorite part of…"
VII. Assessment
Objectives will be met as students participate in the activity.
