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"What is 'the news'?"

Standards:

· NCSS Standard #2: Time, Change & Continuity

Students will read newspaper articles online and identify timelines as they produce their own paper from the article.  

· NCSS # 8: Science, Technology and Society

Students will use technology to find information that affects how our society sees current events.

· MMSD Standard: Political Science and Citizenship

Students will understand that it is their responsibility to research news clips.

Content Objectives:  

Students will learn that:

· The news is typically reported in a series of individual stories that are presented by one or more anchors. 
· A news program can include live or recorded interviews by field reporters, expert opinions, opinion poll results, and occasional editorial content.  
· A news story needs to include, what, where, why, when and how.

· News stories are usually 30 seconds in length.

· The news is a starting point for issues and that as responsible citizens we must look deeper into the issues discussed.  A news program cannot cover everything, so the station must pick and choose what to put on.  
Process Objectives:  

Students will:

· Share something they have seen on the news before

· Share if they watch the news regularly.

· Brainstorm a list of what is usually reported during the news.

· Discuss if the news is seen as "good" or "bad".  Discuss what these terms mean.

· Research and choose an article from (http://www.nytimes.com/learning/index.html).
· Write about the article making sure it includes the 'who, what, where, when and why questions.'
· Share their writing with a partner, while reading it aloud.
· Revise their paper to make it only 30 seconds, including the most important details. 
· Realize classmates' papers were different, like different stations are also different.  
Affective Objectives:  

Students will:

· Respect classmates' ideas about the news.

· Be respectful towards students' writing

Psychomotor Objectives:

· Appropriately cut their papers down to 30 seconds.  

Materials:

· Computers with internet access 

· Paper and pencils

Lesson Context:

In this unit students will learn about what the news is and what purpose it has in our lives.  In this lesson students will discuss what the news is and the demographics of people who watch the news.  Students will begin to understand that not everything can be reported on the a news report, so as responsible citizens we also have to do research of our own to learn about what is happening in our community, country and our world.  
Class Discussion: What is the news?
· Begin with an open group sharing time when each student shares something they have seen on the news before.  It can be from any time in their lives. Ask follow up questions- do you remember who you were with while watching? Do you remember what news program?  Did it make you feel a certain way? Did you learn anything from it? 
· Ask how many students watch a news program regularly- local news, morning news, nightly news?
· This number may be low for many reasons- maybe because some students do not find interest in the news, parents may not let them watch it, some households may not have a TV, students do not have time to sit down and watch it, etc.  Discuss these factors as a class.

· Ask students to think about what is usually seen on the news.  Brainstorm as a class and make a list of the examples.  Is each story presented in a long clip? 
· Inferences may include crime, disasters, politics, weather, local issues etc.

· Examining the list ask students if they think the news is usually positive or negative.  From their answers, discuss why the students think the news is "good" or "bad."  Discuss what "good news" vs. "bad news" means.
· Explain that the news is typically reported in a series of individual stories that are presented by one or more anchors. A news program can include live or recorded interviews by field reporters, expert opinions, opinion poll results, and occasional editorial content.  Explain to students that throughout this unit they will all have the jobs of a news anchor, journalist and researcher to get a better understanding of the news in the world around us.  
Who, What, Where, When, Why?
· During the class writing block students will each have the opportunity to be a journalist for a news station.  Students will each choose an article from the New York Times-Learning Network website (http://www.nytimes.com/learning/index.html) and write about the issue, including the who, what, where, when and why?  Students will be in the computer lab to find an article and will write about the issue as if a news anchor was going to report it, including important details.  

Writing up the story- (Day 2-During writing period)

· Students will continue to write about his or her chosen issue.  After students write their piece about their news issue.  Have students switch papers and read their pieces aloud to one another.  
· After students are done reading their papers, ask if they think that any paper was read in about 30- seconds.  Since I did not include a paper minimum and students had a long period to work on the pieces, most papers will be over 30 seconds in length.  Explain to students that most newscasts about a particular issue are only given about a 30- second time frame.  It is difficult to fit the whole story in, therefore the news station cuts the story down to the details of the who, what, when, where and why questions.  

· Have students get back into their pairs and try to cut their paper into a 30- second period.  Ask if they will be able to get all of the information they researched read in the small amount of time.  Explain that the news is a starting point for issues and that as responsible citizens we must look deeper into the issues discussed.  A news program cannot cover everything, so it must pick and choose what to put on.  Just like each of your papers was different each news station is different so the same stories may or may not appear on their newscast.  

Closure: 

· Explain to students that since each station is different there will be different perspectives, and that is what we will be looking at tomorrow.  

Assessment:
· Observe the class as they are writing their stories and cutting them down to 30-second clips.

· Formally assess the final product 'who, what, where, when, why' papers for each question.

