Holly Walker

Media-Lesson 3
2nd grade

Topic: News

Time Needed:

April 15, 2009

"Angles of Hurricane Katrina"

Standards:

· NCSS Standard #3: People, Places and Environment

Students will observe how natural disasters affect an area along with the social and economic changes.   
· MMSD Standards: Geography, Economics and Behavioral Science

Students will write from a given angle on a variety of topics. Students will examine how a community is affected by a natural disaster and how many aspects of a community are involved.  
Content Objectives:

Students will learn that:

· Hurricane Katrina affected many people throughout our country.  
· Hurricane Katrina has been the worst natural disaster in history to strike the United States.  

· Most news reporting stations took a different angle while reporting this natural disaster.  

Process Objectives:

Students will:

· Share what they know about Hurricane Katrina.
· Discuss the efforts taking place to clean up the Gulf Coast.

· Recognize how Katrina affected many people all over. 

· Look at how many different angles there are to present when reporting of natural disaster.  

· Choose an angle from a list on the New York Times website.

· Research information using the chosen angle.

· Write a paper stating facts that would apply to the perspective of that angle.

· Think about how a network reporter would have to report from an angle in a 30 second segment.  

Affective Objectives:

Students will:

· Be respectful of the stories from the Gulf Coast.
· Respect the opinions of classmates on the issue.
Psychomotor Objectives:

Students will:

· Appropriately write the facts of Hurricane Katrina from the different angles.  
Materials Needed:

· Computers with internet
· Paper and Pencils

· Books about Katrina

Lesson Context:

In the previous lessons students have learned how and what the news reports.  Students understand that the news cannot report everything.  In this lesson students will begin to look at Hurricane Katrina.  We will go through background information of the natural disaster and how people are still drastically affected by the storm that hit three years ago.  Students will learn about angles and how stories can be reported from these angles.  We will discuss how angles are not seen as bad reporting necessarily, but realize it is one view.  We will practice using different angles in respect to Hurricane Katrina. 
Discussion of Hurricane Katrina:

· Ask students what they know about Hurricane Katrina.  List these on the board as students share.

· Based on students' responses to Katrina, go in depth about some of the issues they come up with.

· Explain that destruction Katrina caused is still affecting people today.  

· Read book about Katrina.  

· Discuss the book, ask students opinions of what can be done to help

· Remind students of the video clip we watched yesterday showing Katrina in the media.  Ask students what they remember, if anything, that they saw on the news about Katrina.  Ask if they noticed one view in particular or a strong viewpoint that stood out during this disaster.  
· Present the issue of angles in the news.  Ask students what this might mean in terms of news reporting.  Were there any angles you noticed from Hurricane Katrina?  

· An angle is the way in which a subject is presented.  Many people look at things from different angles, as if standing in another person's shoes and thinking how they would think about a subject. 

· Explain to students that it is important to look at issues from different angles to fully understand the issue and to form an opinion.  

· Explain that some news stations already have angles they work and present from.

Writing from Angles:

· Brainstorm angles reporters should cover in their assignments.

· Examples could include: 

-National/Politics
-Science/Environment
-Health
-Economics/Business
-Education/Schools
-Dining/Agriculture
-Arts/Entertainment/Daily Life
-Transportation
-Real Estate
-Human Interest and Impact
-History of the Gulf Coast and/or other U.S. Hurricanes
-Impact on Wild and Domestic Animals.  

· Explain to students that they will each write about Hurricane Katrina from a given angle.  Students will research information that would apply to their angle.

· Draw names randomly and let students pick an angle from the list.  Cross that angle out when a student chooses it, so each student will report differently on the subject.  

· Give students time to research for their topic in the computer lab and look through the books I checked out from the library about hurricanes and Katrina.
· During writing time today and tomorrow students will continue to write their papers from their chosen angle.  

Day 2 Writing:

· Students will read their paper with their writing group of three to four students.  

· Students will record main details from other's angles.  Students will listen if there are any similarities or differences from paper to paper.  

· After sharing with group members, we will come together as a class and go around the room to share a main detail from each angle.  Teacher will record this on a large paper on the board, so everyone can notice similarities and differences among topics.  

· Next, the teacher will ask students to estimate the length of time each paper would take to read.  Most papers will be over 30 seconds in length.

· Ask the students to think about the difficult task of a news network manager or journalist and try to make their paper fit into a 30 second or so segment.  Remind students that since the news is a starting point or an introduction to a topic, to make sure to present the 'who, what, where, when and why questions' of each angle.  

Assessment: 
Read students papers-first drafts and make sure they are on the right track and are writing about their specific angle.  

