Sharing Resources & 

Experimenting with Communication
Time Needed:
 30-45 minutes





Topic: Communication/Sharing
Subjects Integrated: Geography, Environmental Science, Art, Music
I. Standards
MMSD Social Studies Standards for grades K & 1:

Behavioral Science key concepts: roles & responsibilities


Behavioral Science performance standards: 

· Demonstrate confidence in expressing one's own beliefs and feelings. (K. & 1 Std. 3) 

· Assess self and others' behavior in a variety of groups and situations. (K. & 1 Std. 5)

· Demonstrate responsibility for their role within the school environment (i.e., school rules, respect the rights of self and others, appropriate behaviors). (K. & 1 Std. 7)

NCSS:


II. Time, Continuity, and Change: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of the ways human beings view themselves in and over time.

III. People, Places, and Environments: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of people, places, and environments.

V. Individuals, Groups, and Institutions: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions.
UW Teacher Education Standards:

STANDARD 5: EXPLAINS AND JUSTIFIES EDUCATIONAL CHOICES

Sharing "voice" is one of the most powerful skills a global citizen can acquire. This lesson helps young children learn how to share expression of ideas and how to successfully send and receive communication without the reliance of a common spoken language. The key concepts covered in this lesson also provide valuable insight into some of the challenges people of different cultures face upon discovery of one another.
II. Materials Needed

· Book: Common Ground (Bang, 1997)
· Box of Crayons

· Drawing Paper

· A positive song (3-4 minutes) on CD and a CD player
III. Key Concepts

A. Communication without a common verbal language; non-verbal communication can be a powerful form of alternative connection
B. Communication as a process of sharing ideas and finding common ground; drawing connections between communication and sharing
IV. Vocabulary

· Simultaneous
· Common

· Communication
V. Objectives
A. Students will work in pairs with someone they would like to get to know better
B. Students will share a crayon as the co-construct a picture, not yet established
C. Students will refrain from talking as they find alternative ways to communicate
VI. Lesson Context
This lesson will expand on the prior lessons' theme of discovering differences and commonalities among classmates. In this lesson, the focus will be shifted from recognizing and appreciating differences among individuals and groups to find ways to connect on common ground.
VII. Lesson Opening
Begin with a short review of what students have learned about sharing and constructing community so far this year. Introduce the book Common Ground by Molly Bang.
VIII. Procedures
1. Read book and ask students what it was about.
2. Introduce the activity Two on a Crayon (Gibbs, 2000, p. 223):

· Pair students up with someone they have not had many opportunities to work or play one-on-one with.

· Give each pair one crayon and one piece of paper. 

· Explain that both partners will hold the crayon simultaneously and draw a picture together. Both people must keep their hand on the crayon. Partners may not decide before they begin what kind of picture they will draw together, and they may not talk to each other while they are drawing.

· Stress the point that the purpose of this activity is to find new ways to communicate without words, and that the outcome of the picture is not important. To avoid possible fighting, the teacher may choose to review some of the pre-existing classroom agreements.

· Play the song as the students co-construct their drawings.
IX. Closure
Follow up this activity with a whole class discussion:
· Was it difficult to not talk to your partner?

· How did this activity help you get to know your partner?

· How did you decide who would lead and who would follow?

· Did you discover anything new about yourself?

· In what situations do you think that doing this activity could help people?

X. Assessment
Diagnostic

The opening discussion in which students share what they have learned about sharing and constructing community so far this year can be used to form informal assessments.
Student response to the question of what the book Common Ground may provide insight into the extent to which the concept of sharing is being explored. 
Formative

The drawing produced by each pair will provide evidence that the objectives were met.
Summative

Student responses to questions raised in the closing discussion will be used to make informal assessments regarding the extent to which the key concepts were explored and understood.
