Constructing History:
Timeline Weekly Activity
Time Needed:
 Varies per week; week 1 of school until the week before Thanksgiving

Topic: Timelines
Subjects Integrated: history, community building, oral/written literacy, art
I. Standards
MMSD Social Studies Standards for grades K & 1:


History key concepts: time, family life vs. school life.

History performance standards: 

· Identify changes in classroom by acquiring information from observation. (K. Std. 1) 

· Identify events that happened in the past (K. Std. 4)

· Examine and describe changes in classroom throughout the year (1st gr. Std. 1)

· Use a vocabulary pertaining to time and events (1st gr. Std. 2)

· Retell past events (1st gr. Std. 3)

NCSS:


II. Time, Continuity, and Change: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of the ways human beings view themselves in and over time.

III. People, Places, and Environments: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of people, places, and environments.

V. Individuals, Groups, and Institutions: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions.
UW Teacher Education Standards:

STANDARD 1: INCORPORATES UNDERSTANDING OF HUMAN LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Introducing new concepts in the context of self and school life is developmentally appropriate for children in grades K & 1.

STANDARD 3: DEMONSTRATES SOPHISTICATED CURRICULAR KNOWLEDGE

Challenges regarding cooperation and compromise have been addressed in this lesson in ways such as conducting prior community building activities, establishing and reviewing community agreements, and planning for ways of resolving possible group conflicts.

STANDARD 4: DEMONSTRATES PEDAGOGICAL KNOWLEDGE IN SPECIFIC DOMAINS

Introducing history as a social construction and therefore subjective by nature.

STANDARD 7: UNDERSTANDS AND ADAPTS TO MULTIPLE FORMS OF COMMUNICATION

Opportunities to demonstrate learning can be conducted through oral, artistic, and/or written literacy.
STANDARD 8: EMPLOYS VARIED ASSESSMENT PROCESSES

Assessments are conducted in three different stages: Diagnostic, Formative, and Summative.
II. Materials Needed
· White board or easel and pad
· Weekly timeline record forms (Appendix 1)
· Drawing utensils for creating illustrations
· Tape, tacks, etc
· Tribes handbook (Gibbs, 2000) - optional
III. Key Concepts
A. Making a timeline is one way to record the past.
B. Timelines do not record every event from the past; the person constructing it chooses which events are most important to record.
C. People can recall events very differently. Although they may be talking about the same point in time, their retellings can be very different.

IV. Vocabulary

· Past 
· Before

· After

· Next 

· Then

· Record
· Timeline 
· Recall / Recollection
· Perception
V. Objectives
A. Students will choose, within their tribes, the three most significant classroom events from the first week of school

B. Students will work collaboratively, in tribes, to identify the three most significant classroom events of each subsequent week to add to their tribe's timeline
C. Students will compare and contrast the different tribes' timelines within their own groups and share their observations with the rest of the class 
VI. Lesson Context
This routine activity, the construction of timelines, will begin at the end of the first week of school. Throughout this project, students will work in pre-established "tribes" (Gibbs, 2000) of three to four children. After a week of community building activities, the students will come together to recall the many group experiences they have shared. Since this lesson requires that students be able to come to agreements through compromise and accommodation, many of the prior community building activities will be focused on respect, sharing, and conflict resolution. 
VII. Lesson Opening
Begin the discussion by reviewing the four Tribes Agreements (Gibbs, 2000):
1. Attentive Listening with our eyes, ears, and heart
2. Appreciation/No Put-Downs by speaking kindly to each other and thinking of other people's feelings
3. Right to Participate/Pass in certain activities, such as discussions
4. Mutual Respect by treating people the way we want to be treated
VIII. Procedures
1. On the first Friday of the year, lead a discussion in which you ask the students to name different things that took place in the classroom during that past week of school. Explain that it is important that we focus on events that the group is able to recall. (An event that took place at home is not a shared experience of the group.)
· While listing students' contributions on a whiteboard or other large surface, ask each student why s/he chose that particular event to recall. Was it particularly significant to him/her? Why? Continue to stress the idea that people have reasons for choosing to recall particular past events over others. Continue recording ideas until everyone has had an opportunity to contribute. 

· Ask students to share what they understand about the idea of past and of history. Introduce the concept of a timeline. Explain that it is a tool used to record things that have already happened, and that different people choose to record different parts of the past. Therefore, timelines that record the same period in time can be very different from one another.

2. Tell students that they will be choosing the three most significant events from the list to be used to start a timeline of our year in school. They will need to come to an agreement within their tribe of which three to four events they want to use to start their group's timeline. 
· The teacher will help each tribe establish the beginning of a timeline, providing any necessary scaffolding needed for the tribe to organize the events sequentially.

· Teacher will work weekly on Fridays with each group to record their chosen events. Students may create illustrations—with or without labels—to help them recall the events without having to read the teacher's dictation.

· Teacher will ask students to recall what happened right before and/or right after each significant event, restating student responses by using words such as "next" and "then".

3. Timelines will be posted at the start of their creation, and updated at the end of the day on Fridays. This way, students will be able to continually view the other tribes' timelines. Teacher will model comparing and contrasting timelines throughout the week, and time will be provided each week for tribes to discuss their own observations with each other. Teacher will watch for learning opportunities whenever more than one tribe chooses to record the same event, noticing the differences in perception/recollection. These comparisons will be explored with tribes during teacher notation sessions.
4. The week before the Thanksgiving simulation (see lesson 5 of this unit), the class will have a discussion about what has been discovered about the construction of history. The discussion will include focusing on the key concepts listed at the beginning of this lesson.

IX. Closure
The week before the Thanksgiving simulation (see lesson 5 of this unit), the class will have a discussion about what has been discovered about the construction of history. The discussion will include focusing on the key concepts listed at the beginning of this lesson, namely 
· Making a timeline is one way to record the past.

· Timelines do not record every event from the past; the person constructing it chooses which events are most important to record.

· People can recall events very differently. Although they may be talking about the same point in time, their retellings can be very different.
X. Special Considerations
If there are many initial events listed, the number of events to be settled upon could be increased to four or five. If students are unable to find compromise within their tribe, they may share their struggle with the class and ask other tribes for suggestions on how they might resolve their problem. Before beginning such a discussion, be sure to review the agreements. A wonderful outline on how to find resolutions to conflicts is titled "Confrontation", and can be found on page 316 of the Tribes handbook listed in the resource section of this unit. 
XI. Assessment 
Diagnostic

The initial discussion will help teacher informally assess what, if any, background knowledge the students need regarding the concept of "past", as well as their ability to distinguish between school and home. It will also provide insight into what the students consider significant—what is important to them—and this information can be applied to numerous future lesson plans.
Formative

Students will demonstrate their understanding of recording events on timelines through the construction of such. Informal assessment in this area will be able to be done on a more individual basis, as the teacher is working with each tribe as they dictate their recollections. 

These weekly entries to the timelines will meet objectives 1 & 2, as well as the first half of objective 3.

Ongoing discussion regarding this lesson set will provide information as to what extent key concepts are being developed.
Vocabulary terms will be introduced throughout the discussions in this lesson set. Informal assessments will be made during these times regarding student understanding of these terms and their ability to use them.
Summative

The final closing discussion will provide evidence of the current understanding of the key concepts. It will also be used to assess whether or not objective 3 has been met in its entirety. 
