Sharing History: 

Discovering Multiple Perspectives
Time Needed:
 2 days, 45 minutes the 1st day, 1-1.5 hours the 2nd day
Topic: Multiple Perspectives






Subjects Integrated: Behavioral Science, Literacy, & Technology
I. Standards

MMSD Social Studies Standards for grades K & 1:


Behavioral Science key concepts: individual perspectives/uniqueness.


Behavioral Science performance standards: 

· Identify similarities and differences in individuals [perspectives]. (K. Std. 4) 

· Retell stories from different cultures. (K. Std. 11)

· Identify self as important member of group (1st gr. Std. 2)

· Follow rules and directions. (1st gr. Std. 6)

NCSS:


I. Culture: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of culture and cultural diversity.
II. Time, Continuity, and Change: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of the ways human beings view themselves in and over time.
UW Teacher Education Standards:

STANDARD 5: EXPLAINS AND JUSTIFIES EDUCATIONAL CHOICES

Students need to come to understand the subjective nature of personal and/or cultural perspectives in order to be a culturally competent citizen of a increasingly diverse society.

STANDARD 7: UNDERSTANDS AND ADAPTS TO MULTIPLE FORMS OF COMMUNICATION

Children can retell stories with partners, where one child provides the spoken voice and the other provides a visual voice, such as performing physical dramatizations or creating artwork.

STANDARD 8: EMPLOYS VARIED ASSESSMENT PROCESSES

This lesson can be modified in a variety of ways, depending on the developmental abilities and learning styles of the particular group of students. Suggestions for modifications are listed under "Special Considerations" in this lesson.

II. Materials Needed 

· Identical sets of three wordless picture books, preferably that tell stories from different cultures, one set per three students

· Cassette recorders and blank tapes, one for each book set

· An adult for each tribe
III. Key Concepts

A. Different people and/or groups can observe the same thing and come away with very different understandings based upon individual perceptions.
B. Retelling stories is a valid way of passing on information
C. Every person's account of an event deserves equal consideration
IV. Vocabulary

· vocal records
· valid
V. Objectives

1. Students will read wordless picture books and construct meaning
2. Students will retell the story in their book to their tribe mates, recording themselves on a cassette tape
3. Students will listen to other tribes' retellings of the books their tribe read
4. Students will compare and contrast the individual perspectives of each person's retelling

VI. Lesson Context

Students have begun the process of constructing timelines, and have been building understandings of terms and concepts such as retelling, perception, and recollection. They have begun to explore the ways in which individual accounts of events can vary significantly. The activities in this lesson are designed to expand on this concept. Creating timelines has also provided students with the experience of recording their versions of events in the form of text and illustrations. This lesson will introduce them to the practice of oral records, which make up a substantial portion of the world's collection of constructed events throughout history.
VII. Lesson Opening
Begin with a review of the timelines the students have been making and notice that different tribes (and even different individuals within a tribe) chose (or desired) to record different events that took place at school each week. Identify or review any differences that were found between two or more tribes' versions of the same event. Inform students that the purpose of this lesson is to discover different ways that individuals perceive what they observe.  
VIII. Procedures
Day One:
· Introduce the book sets that will be used for this activity by showing the students that each tribe will be working with the same set of books.
· Ask students to decide among their tribes who will be reading which book. Every student should read only one book. There will be adults available for assisting each tribe as needed, although the students should perform this task with as much independence as possible.

· Once they have assigned themselves to the books, explain to class that they will begin exploring the pages of their book to discover meaning in the pictures. Model this for the children using a different book. Be clear about the importance of reading to oneself at this stage of the lesson.
· Each adult will work with a tribe as the members finish their initial reading of their books. He or she will serve as an additional listener as students now read their stories aloud to their tribe.

Day Two:

· Introduce the tape recorders that will be used for this activity by demonstrating how a tape recorder is used. Model a brief vocal recording.
· Ask students to get with their tribes and prepare to re-read their book to the group. The adults will work with a different tribe than the day before to provide a "fresh set of ears" to each story teller. As each member re-reads his/her book, the tribe will record it on tape, making sure that the storyteller begins by stating the title. Also, each tribe should tell/record the stories in the same sequence. The order in which the books will be read can be decided by the facilitating teacher. 

· When finished, tribes will swap tapes and listen to another tribe's collection of stories. Adults will remain in the same tribe and will facilitate a discussion regarding the similarities and differences between the two tribes' retellings, at the end of each story. These observations can be recorded by the adult to help the tribe members report their finding to the class during the closing sharing session.
IX. Closure
Gather on the rug to share findings of the different versions of stories that were heard by each tribe. Begin the discussion by reviewing the four Tribes Agreements (Gibbs, 2000):

1. Attentive Listening with our eyes, ears, and heart
2. Appreciation/No Put-Downs by speaking kindly to each other and thinking of other people's feelings
3. Right to Participate/Pass in certain activities, such as discussions
4. Mutual Respect by treating people the way we want to be treated
The discussion will include focusing on the key concepts listed at the beginning of this lesson, namely 

· Different people and/or groups can observe the same thing and come away with very different understandings based upon individual perceptions.

· Retelling stories is a valid way of passing on information, and is often used in cultures to create and maintain historical accounts.
· Every person's account of an event deserves equal consideration
X. Special Considerations
This lesson can be challenging for students at this age, particularly listening to two or three other stories. Having an adult for each tribe is essential, although he/she need not be as active of a participant if students are demonstrating an ability to work independently as a group. Taking time to allow each student to share his/her ideas in between listening to peers' stories may help reduce restlessness.
This lesson can be modified in a variety of ways, depending on the developmental abilities and learning styles of the particular group of students. For example, some children may not be fluent in oral expression of ideas, so children might choose to retell stories with partners, where one child provides the spoken voice and the other provides a visual voice, such as performing physical dramatizations or creating artwork.

XI. Assessment

Diagnostic

Students' ability to identify differences in individual accounts can be initially assessed during the discussion of comparisons made of timelines.
Formative

The initial (unrecorded) retelling will provide information on students' ability to form meaning while reading wordless picture books independently, as well as each student's ability to express this meaning verbally. Through follow-up reports among the adults, modifications can be made so that each student can contribute in meaningful ways to this activity.
Summative

Formal assessments of children's skill levels regarding comprehension and expression of ideas will be provided in the form of audio recordings. These recordings will also provide evidence that objectives 1 & 2 have been met. 

The notes taken by the adults in each tribe as the student's discuss their observations will provide evidence that objectives 3 & 4 are being met.

5. Informal assessments of student's understandings of the key concepts in this lesson can be made during small group and whole group discussions. This is also the time when students will be able to further demonstrate that they have met objective 4.
